
Paper 2 Rebellion and Revival: Avant-Garde in French and British Art and 
Architecture 

 Practice examination questions 

NB. These questions have been compiled through discussion amongst schoolteachers of A 
level Art History, and not by any contact with the examination board. They are not 
exhaustive of all permutations, but intended to be representative and provide a basis on 
which teachers can set essay questions for their students in school. 

(a)and (b) ‘Explain one aspect of an individual work of art or 
architecture’ (one work)  
5 marks (AO1: 3 marks; AO2: 2 marks) Approximately 7-8 minutes 

• Explain the ways in which one French or one British painting depicts a 
working scene. 

• Explain the ways in which one French or one British painting depicts a 
scene of leisure. 

• Explain the ways in which a religious scene is depicted in one painting 
by a French or British artist of this period. 

• Discuss the depiction of a mythological/literary subject in one painting/
sculpture by a French or British artist of this period. 

• Discuss one depiction of the nude figure in a painting/sculpture by a 
French or British artist of this period. 

• Discuss one landscape painting by a French/British artist of this period. 
• Discuss the use of colour in one British painting from this period. 
• Discuss the use of colour in one French painting from this period. 
• Discuss how materials and techniques have contributed to the meaning 

of one sculpture from this period. 
• Discuss how patronage has contributed to the meaning of one painting/

sculpture from this period. 
• Explain how the use of materials have affected the appearance of one 

building constructed during this period. 
• Explain how one painting from this period has been influenced by social/

historical/political influences. 
• Explain how one secular building from this period has been influenced 

by social/historical/political influences 
• Explain the relationship between form and function in one building 

constructed during this period. 
• Demonstrate how one painting from this period is Pre-Raphaelite in 

style.



(c) “Explore and evaluate the impact/influence/contribution of…. You 
must refer to named works of art in your response.’ Always use at 
least two named works. Might ask for a specified artist. 15 marks 
Approximately 21-25 minutes AO1, AO2, AO3 with 5 marks for each.  

Please note all of the (a) and (b) questions could be adapted to use 
two contrasting/comparative examples. 

• Explore and evaluate the influence of Impressionism on Post-

Impressionism. You must refer to named works of art in your response. 

• Explore and evaluate the use of materials in two sculptures from this 
period.  

• Explore and evaluate, in two named works of art, the ways in which your 

specified painter has been influenced by two other artists. 

• Explore and evaluate, in two named works of art, the ways in which your 

specified sculptor has been influenced by two other artists. 

• Explore and evaluate how two paintings and/or sculptures, each by a 
different artist are typical of their style. 

• Explore and evaluate the extent to which two buildings, each designed by a 

different architect, have been affected by new materials and methods of 

construction. 

• Explore and evaluate the ways in which two works depicting the female 

nude challenge the conventions of the period. 
•  Explore and evaluate the ways in which two works depicting the female 

nude are avant-garde. 

• Explore and evaluate the contribution of patronage to two works of art from 

this period. You must refer to named works of art. 

• Explore and evaluate the contribution of patronage to two buildings from 
this period. You must refer to named examples of architecture. 

• Explore and evaluate how two public buildings from this period respond to 

the times in which they were created. 

• Explore and evaluate two examples of domestic architecture from this 

period. 



(d) ‘How far do you agree with this statement? (You can agree, 
disagree or have a mixed opinion. You MUST include named writers/
critics.  
 
To support your answer, you must refer to named works of art/
architecture, and your critical text(s) • 30 marks. AO1, AO2, AO3 10 
marks each. Approximately 50-55 minutes.

• ‘Rejection of academic subject matter is the single most important 
element in works of art produced during this period’. 
 
How far do you agree with this statement? To support your answer, you 
must refer to: Named works of art. Your critical texts 

• ‘It is an artist’s duty to respond to the social and historical changes of 
their period’. 

• ‘The development of photography had the most significant impact on art 
of this period’. 

• ‘French artists of this period were more progressive in their subject 
matter than their British counterparts’. 

• ‘Social commentary is the single most important element in works of art 
produced during this period’.  

• ‘Scenes of contemporary life were more important to the progression of 
avant-garde art than traditional subject matter’. 

• ‘The expansion of urban spaces had the most profound effect on art of 
this period’. 

• ‘British art of this period remained rooted in traditionalism and thus 
appears less avant-garde than their French peers.’ 

• ‘Changes in technique had the most impact on avant-garde painting and 
sculpture in this period’. 

• Paintings of this period appear more avant-garde than works of 
sculpture.


